
Standing  
Together 

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 1



Welcome

About Relief International 

Country Snapshots

Afghanistan Crisis

Donor Acknowledgements

2021 Financials 

Chip Levengood 
Chairperson 

Lara Kalwinski 
Secretary (US & UK)

Steve Hansch  
Treasurer  
Secretary (France)

Beverly Armstrong 
Dan Bader 
Amanda Barnes 
Stéphane Crescitz 
Debra Davis 
Dana Freyer 
Ellen Frost 

John Gage 
Julia Guth 
Dave Hardman 
Faisel Khan
Annie Kim
Philippe Oberlin

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

4

6

8

9

11

3



My name is Hasina and I’m a volunteer with  
Relief International in Bangladesh. 

My family and I came to Bangladesh after we had to flee 
Myanmar very suddenly. Our journey was long and difficult, 
and when I arrived at the refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar,  
I felt exhausted.

The camp here is the largest in the world, but when  
I first arrived, I felt completely alone. One day, a neighbor  
told me about RI’s Safe Spaces. At these Safe Spaces,  
children can learn and play together, and women can meet, 
talk, and support one another.

A year after I began coming to the Safe Space, I started 
volunteering here too; caring for the children who attend,  
and arranging training for women in the community.

Through my work, I’ve learned that RI support families  
like mine in 16 countries around the world. I’ve also learned  
that its work is entirely funded through donors who want  
to make a difference for people like me.

It’s really amazing to no longer feel alone, and to know there  
are people all over the world trying to help each other.  
It brings me a lot of happiness!

Thank you for all you do to support us.

Hasina 
RI Volunteer, Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh

Welcome! 
ကြို�ု�ဆုို�ပါါတယ််။
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Relief International is there for communities  
facing displacement, poverty, natural disaster  
and conflict. 

We work alongside these communities to plan 
programs with their input, because programs 
designed, built and judged by the community  
they serve are more likely to succeed. 

And we stay in these communities for as long  
as we are needed – often for over a decade.

In 2021, we worked in 16 countries around the  
world, responding to urgent needs and working 
towards long-term, sustainable solutions.

A B O U T  R E L I E F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

Standing  
together:  
from urgent  
need to  
sustainable  
solution
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In 2021 we provided over  
10 million vital services 
across Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East 

WATER AND SANITATION

707,000
 PEOPLE WITH INCREASED ACCESS  

TO CLEAN WATER, SANITATION  
SERVICES OR EDUCATED ON DISEASE 

PREVENTION STRATEGIES

EDUCATION 

45,000
S T U D E N T S  P R O V I D E D  W I T H 

C L A S S E S  O R  T R A I N I N G

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

5,700,000
H E A L T H C A R E  

C O N S U L T A T I O N S LIVELIHOODS

10,700 
P E O P L E  W I T H  I N C R E A S E D 

I N C O M E  F R O M  J O B 
P R O G R A M S  R U N  B Y  R I
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SYRIA / TURKEY
Hassan lost both of his legs when he was hit  
by a bomb as he tried to escape the fighting in  
Syria. After he made it to Turkey, specialists in  
Rl’s clinic there made him a pair of prosthetic legs.  
Within a few months, Hassan learned how to walk,  
run and play again. In 2021, RI’s clinics provided  
over 1,000 Syrian refugees with prosthetics and  
other mobility aids.

SOUTH SUDAN
Tawfiq lives in a refugee camp in Maban County, 
South Sudan where resources are sparse. At a RI 
horticulture course, Tawfiq learned how to grow  
the fruits and vegetables needed to support his 
family of eight. In 2021, RI supported over 10,000 
people with livelihood opportunities and provided 
863,000 healthcare consultations in South Sudan.

C O U N T R Y  S N A P S H O T S 

6

“March 15th 
marked the grim 

milestone of  
10 years of war  

in Syria”



JORDAN
Shaima is in the 12th Grade and lives 
in Zaatari refugee camp, Jordan. 
Originally from Syria, she’s been 
attending RI’s education center  
in the camp since Grade 5. 

At this center, students take courses 
that help them complete high school 
and prepare them for university and 
the workplace. 

In 2021, over 3,300 students enrolled 
in RI’s educational courses in Jordan.

MYANMAR 
RI runs mobile health clinics that travel around 
25 different camps for internally displaced 
people in Myanmar.

Dr Ei Ei Hmue Khin (left), is one of the mobile 
clinic team leaders. She sees an average of 
25 patients each day, diagnosing and treating 
illnesses, as well as providing antenatal  
and postnatal guidance for new mothers.

YEMEN
Years of conflict have destroyed infrastructure and access 
to basic services in villages throughout Yemen. By repairing 
existing pumps and building new ones, RI is helping prevent 
outbreaks of water-borne diseases, and ensuring families 
have the water they need to survive. In 2021, over 40,000 
people in Yemen had improved access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation systems because of RI’s work.

C O U N T R Y  S N A P S H O T S 
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“ I want to study to be a pharmacist  
and will keep trying until I succeed,” 
says Shaima.



“ Women with young children 
arrived exhausted. Many had 
travelled through the night 
on foot, carrying the few 
possessions they were able  
to fling into a suitcase.  
Our teams greeted them  
with hot meals, warm clothes 
and blankets.” 

  Azadeh Hassani 
RI Global Humanitarian Director

O U R  R E S P O N S E  I N  A C T I O N 

When  
crises hit: 
Afghanistan
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As thousands of families fled Afghanistan 
in August 2021, RI was there to meet their 
immediate needs at the border with Iran. 

IN IRAN 

17 AUGUST 
RI provides food and shelter  

to new arrivals

SEPTEMBER 
Distribution of  

cash assistance 

OCTOBER 
Rehabilitation of large  

health facility 

16 AUGUST, PM 
Huge flux of Afghan families  

arrive in Iran

16 AUGUST, AM 
All RI staff safely  
accounted for

15 AUGUST 
The capture of Kabul  

by Taliban forces

IN AFGHANISTAN 

JANUARY – AUGUST 
RI delivered over 1.2 million  

health consultations

ONE YEAR ON 
RI teams have re-established 

services in Afghanistan, providing 
comprehensive healthcare in 

urban and rural areas. 

“Our home was burnt to 
the ground. The terror we 

experienced was unimaginable.  
I was constantly worried about 

my one-month-old baby.  
I want my children, especially 

my daughters, to have  
an education, to have a life. 

That's why we fled to Iran.
Masouma

”



Thank you 
Relief International is grateful for the support and 
commitment of its donors who include governments, 
foundations, corporations and private individuals. 

With the funding we received, we were able to 
provide over 10 million vital services to people  
facing vulnerability in 2021. 

Our committed supporter base enabled us to react 
rapidly as crises hit; from typhoons in the Philippines 
to families fleeing conflict in Afghanistan. 

At the same time, we were also able to maintain  
our vital health and nutrition, water, sanitation  
and hygiene, education and livelihood programs  
in our 16 countries of operation.

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL 
($50,000+)

President’s Council members 
are our most powerful partners 
for change who have made an 
exceptional commitment to 
help us respond to the world’s 
worst humanitarian crises.

Henry L. Kimelman Foundation 
Center for Disaster 
Philanthropy 
Bader Philanthropies 

LEADER’S COUNCIL 
($15,000 – $49,999) 

Leader’s Council members 
are key investors in the fragile 
settings where we work.

Bharati Jain 

Dave Hardman 

Irene and Alan Wurtzel 

Julia Guth 

Kay Family Foundation 

The Shurl and Kay Curci 
Foundation 

World Fuel Services 

Anonymous x 1 

PATRONS
($1,000 – $14,999) 

Patrons are among our most dedicated supporters,  
helping to transform the lives of people living in the  
world’s most fragile settings.

Alexander Shakow
Alice Lamunu
Andrew Michaelson
Ann Koontz
Anne Marsden
Afsoon Ebrahimi
Beverly Morris Armstrong
Brandon Kessler
Burrell-Hays Family Fund
Carroll Christiansen
Catherine Marich
Charlie Shadid
Charlotte Curry
Chip Kugler Levengood
Claire Moran
Cynthia Rubio
Damon Bresenham
Dana Freyer
Daniel Alfandre
David A. Singer
Debra Davis
Douglas G. Hale
Eclectic IQ
Elijah Warner
Emma Goichon
Evan D. Flaschen
Evan Yellin
Fidelity Charitable
Gary E. Brown
Georgetown International 
Association
Giedre Podolyak
Global Giving
Highland-Mills Foundation
Hussain Shareef
Jason Bandlow
Jennifer Feraday
Jeremy Espenshade
Jerome Schwartzman

Jesse Maddren
Jewish Community Foundation 
of Los Angeles 
Kristina Halvorson
Lara Kalwinski
Margaret Gilford
Marge Fisher
Marianne Tallman
Marjan Isabelle Azimipour
Martin Bajalan
Michael Frazier
Misia Landau
Nazy Khosrovani
Network for Good
Pamela Ogor
Peter Van Syckle
Philippe Oberlin
Pfizer Gulf
Ramin Halavati
Raymond Bonniwell
Roger and Anne Taylor
Sameena Khan
Sara Alhaschemy
Schwab Charitable
Scott Avelino
Sean Sall
Seek Refuge
Shahriar Shaw Monfared
Shasta Fund
Shazia Ijaz
Sheila McElwaine
Sherry and Joe Hurt
Stéphane Crescitz
Sustainable Growth Advisors
Tammy Lynn Han
Tariq Bekhit
Tim Nguyen
TisBest Philanthropy
Vanguard Charitable
Yale International Association

FOUNDATION AND  
GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

Action Against Hunger 

Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade 

Bureau of Population,  
Refugee and Migration 

Center for Disaster 
Philanthropy 

Crown Agents 

Development Alternatives, Inc. 

Directorate-General for 
European Civil Protection  
and Humanitarian Aid 
Operations (ECHO) 

Directorate-General for 
International Partnerships 
(formerly DG DEVCO) 

Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office 

German Federal Foreign Office 

Global Affairs Canada 

Google 

InterAction 

International Rescue 
Committee 

King’s College London 

Latter Day Saint Charities, Inc 

Le conseil départemental  
du Rhône 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
of Denmark (DANIDA) 

MOPH Ministry of Public 
Health Afghanistan 

Norwegian Refugee Council 

Pioneer Carbon 

Solidarités International 

Start Network 

Swiss Agency for Development  
and Cooperation 

Syrian American Medical 
Society Foundation 

U.N. Children’s Fund 

U.N. High Commissioner  
for Refugees 

U.N. Office for the 
Coordination of  
Humanitarian Affairs 

U.N. Office for Project Services 

U.N. Population Fund 

University of New South  
Wales – UNSW 

U.S. Agency for International 
Development 

USAID’s Bureau of 
Humanitarian Affairs 

World Bank 

World Food Programme 

World Health Organization 

WVI World Vision International 

“ I donate to RI, because I trust 
they will put my money to use 
where it is most needed.”

  SHEILA MCELWAINE RI PATRON

O U R  S U P P O R T E R S
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G E T  I N V O L V E D

@ReliefIntl

@ReliefInternational 

@reliefintl 

@ReliefInternational

DONATE 
Make an annual gift to Relief International  
at the Patrons or Council level to invest  
in long-term change. 

RI.org/membership 

SIGN UP 
Sign up for our newsletter to be the first  
to hear about what we’re doing to help  
people in the world’s most fragile settings.

RI.org/subscribe 

FUNDRAISE 
Start your own fundraising campaign to 
support Relief International and our work in 
fragile settings. For more information, contact: 

Philanthropy@ri.org 

SHARE 
Follow us on social media to get real-time  
alerts from our teams on the ground –  
and share these updates with your followers  
to raise awareness.

JOIN OUR TEAM 
We’re always on the lookout for talented  
professionals to join our team. Whether you 
work in the field, or in finance, operations,  
or another area, you’ll be a significant part  
of our mission to deliver solutions for people  
in fragile settings.

RI.org/work-with-us

https://twitter.com/ReliefIntl
https://www.facebook.com/reliefinternational/
https://www.instagram.com/reliefintl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/relief-international/
http://RI.org/membership
http://RI.org/subscribe
mailto:philanthropy@ri.org
http://RI.org/work-with-us


A C C O U N T S

2021 Financials

2021 COMBINED FINANCIALS

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 2021  2020

Grants and contributions   $134,546,486  $148,694,836

Contributed goods and services   $26,048,410  $22,726,423

Other revenue   $2,451,122  $1,648,565

Total support and revenue  $163,046,018  $173,069,823

EXPENSES  2021  2020

Programs and services  $148,236,483  $160,425,057

General and administrative   $14,207,264   $13,608,397

Fundraising  $203,661  $218,549

Total Expenses  $162,647,408  $174,252,003

Increase (decrease) in net assets  $398,610 $(1,182,180)

Net assets beginning of the year  $3,094,617  $4,276,797

Net assets end of the year  $3,493,227  $3,094,617

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

PROGRAM EXPENDITURES   TOTAL $148,236,483 

 91% PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

 9% GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE

 <1%  FUNDRAISING

 98% GOVERNMENTS 

 2% INCOME-EARNING PROJECTS

 <1%   INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS,  AND CORPORATIONS

2021 FUNDING SOURCES TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE $163,046,018

 42% HEALTH

 25% MULTI-SECTORAL

 20%  OTHER

 7% ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

 6% EDUCATION

 <1%  WASH
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NoOneRightAnswer.co.uk 
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UNITED STATES 

+1 (202) 639-8660 
info@ri.org 

1101 14th St. NW 
Suite 1100  
Washington, D.C. 20005  
United States 

UNITED KINGDOM 

+44 (0) 2037016806
info@ri.org 

4th Floor 
35–41 Lower Marsh 
London SE1 7RL 
United Kingdom 

FRANCE 

(+33) 4 78 40 32 08 
info@ri.org 

35 rue de Marseille  
69007 Lyon  
France 

@ReliefIntl

@ReliefInternational 

@reliefintl 

@ReliefInternational

http://NoOneRightanswer.co.uk
www.ri.org
mailto:info@ri.org
mailto:info@ri.org
mailto:info@ri.org
https://twitter.com/ReliefIntl
https://www.facebook.com/reliefinternational/
https://www.instagram.com/reliefintl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/relief-international/
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